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Chickpeas: a business oppontunity:y

Chickpeadmportance

Food
(Animaland

Crop

A Diversificatiorof croprotation;
A Interrupt diseasecycle
A Contributeto weedcontrol;

rotation A A Improvesoilstructureand promotethe

Humar)

fixation of atmospherianitrogen(Rhizobiun.
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Reducingmport dependence

Reductionn inputs,such as the application of
fertilisersand plant protection products for weed
and pest/disease contrpl
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@ Viana do Castelo @ Bragania

Chickpea Farm
NetworkdnoPortugah! = ...

@ Porta

@ Viseu
& Lyelrs

FarmNetworkhasmorethan
50 farmersspreadthroughout
the Alentejoregion

@ Colmbra

& a:telo Branco
@ Leiria "

60%Integratedproduction
30%conservatiomgriculture
10%organicagriculture

9 Productionareaper municipality
@ ®F:n0
| Cooperativesnd Associations
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Important practices:to.implement andrguarantee a
good yield

ABEFOREOWING

A Chickpeacrop have good resistanceto low temperaturesand capacityto grow with rainfall
rangesbetween150and 1000mm.

A With regardto soils,the main limitations are associatedo their chemicalcomposition,water
retention capacityandinternal drainageconditions

: Thickness i .
Mediumto Sensitivityto salinity
heavytexture greategrtrkllan 50 pHof 6,5t0 7,5 oroblems

A Avoid hydromorphic soils and areas with water accumulationin winter. Preferably select
vertisols whichare soilswith a highpotentialuse
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ASOWINGREPARATION

A Soil cultivation using vertical tillage machines For better soil preparation,the soil surfaceis
subsequentltilled to breakup clods

A For farms with soil conservationtechniques,chemicalweed control should be carried out;
Sowingwith adirect sowingmachine

A Applicationof fertilizer at sowing(N30-P70-K30) for productionsof more than 2000kg/ha.
A Seedplacedat 3-4 cmdepth.
A Densityl50kg/ha.

A 20-25 cm betweenrows.
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AAFTERBSOWING

A After sowing,an applicationof residualherbicideshouldbe carried out (weedsmay causelosses
of more than 70%).

A Monitor the developmentof the crop, knowing that in March/April the weather conditions
(temperature and humidity) are favorable to the appearanceof the Ascochytarabiei fungus
Whenthe first symptomsare detectedon the leaf margins,applyfungicide

Aln May, traps are set with specific pheromonesfor the control of the main harmful pest in
production,Helicoverparmigera If the numberof adultsin the trap is high,insecticideshouldbe
applied

A At the end of Junethe plant beginsto senescenceHarvestingtakesplacewhen the humidity of
the grainislessthan 13%
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Presenceof Helicoverpa Plan"t‘damageby
armigerain the pod Ascochytarabiei fungus






